
Juvenile Policy Board
Minutes

(Unofficial Until Approved)
June 3, 2016

Members Present:
Justice Lisa Fair McEvers, Chair
Judge John Grinsteiner
Judge Steven McCullough
Judge David Reich
Scott Hopwood, Juvenile Court Director, Unit 4 via phone
Brad Saville, Juvenile Court Officers Association via phone

Members Not Present:
Judge Daniel Narum
Wayne Goter, Judicial Referee, Unit 3

Staff Present:
Scott Johnson, Trial Court Administrator, Unit 1
Lana Zimmerman, Scribe

Guests:
Cory Pedersen, Juvenile Court Director, Unit 2
Heather Traynor, Court Improvement Project (CIP) Research Analyst

Justice McEvers welcomed the members of the Board.  She asked for clarification to the March
11, 2016, meeting minutes in regards to the discussion on Private Guardianships as to whether
the reference to the rule should be designated as North Dakota Supreme Court Administrative
Rule, Administrative Order 22.  The minutes were amended to reflect the correct citation to the
rule.  She asked if there were any other additions or corrections to the March 11, 2016, meeting
minutes.  Hearing none, Judge Grinsteiner moved to approve the March 11, 2016, meeting
minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Judge Reich, motion carried. 

Council of State Governments Site Visit 
In response to our request for juvenile justice technical assistance, the Council of State
Governments conducted an initial site visit on March 30-31, 2016.  The purpose was to learn
about the North Dakota Juvenile Justice system and how to identify and target policies and
practice to help reduce recidivism and improve outcomes for youth.  Mr. Josh Weber and Mr.
Mark Ferrante of the CSG conducted a series of meetings with key stakeholders from across
North Dakota.   Subsequent to the meeting, North Dakota requested federally-funded technical
assistance of the National Reentry Resource Center through the Council of State Governments.
North Dakota was not selected for intensive technical assistance, instead selected for specific
technical assistance.  



A summary was received of the findings of the initial site visit from the CSG consultants,
highlighting 12 specific areas that could be identified for improvement.  A provision of technical
assistance was also proposed with a timeline of six to seven months, which would include two
site visits focusing on specific improvement areas.

The first site visit is scheduled for August 22-23, 2016. The focus is recidivism in the Juvenile
Justice System.  This may include data from the Department of Juvenile Services. The second
site visit will be led by the Juvenile Justice State Action Group (SAG) in October 2016.  The
focus is Dual Status Youth.  

Private Guardianships and Form Draft Status
The Juvenile Court Directors have discussed the forms used for providing Notice to Child and
Guardian’s Annual Report.  The forms are located in the probate section in Odyssey used for
both probate and juvenile guardianships. There were modifications suggested to be consistent
with N.D.C.C. § 27-20-48.2(4).  

Justice McEvers asked if the Ward County clerk of court office has used the form for juvenile
guardianships?  

Scott Hopwood replied it is the same form used in Odyssey the clerks are sending out for       
probate and juvenile guardianships.  

Justice McEvers found a typo that reflects N.D.C.C.  § 30.1-28-12(8). Also, under N.D.C.C.
§ 37.1-27-09, there is a requirement that reflects a guardian of a minor without a parent and
should be included because it requires a report. 

Mr. Pedersen said instead of crossing out ward, it could be kept in as ward/child to use one form
for all the guardianship types in Odyssey. 

Judge Grinsteiner suggested to make the changes noted, add ward/child so it applies to both
groups and change the typographical error.  Review of the form should be placed on the next
Juvenile Policy Board meeting agenda. 

Human Trafficking Assessment Tool
Scott Hopwood updated the Board that the assessment tool is based out of New York and is
brought to the Board for discussion and possible approval to begin implementation.   The
Attorney General’s Task Force would like to modify the tool to be used for both adults and
juvenile population.  From their perspective, the Attorney General’s Task Force would prefer the
tool to be used statewide by any entity that may have a potential victim in a shelter, law
enforcement and medical use.   Since there have been numerous victims reported, it is important
to have the tool available for use as soon as possible. 

After brief discussion regarding the assessment tool, Judge Grinsteiner moved to adopt the
assessment tool to be sent to the Juvenile Court Directors to begin the process of developing
a Best Practices model before implementation.  Motion was seconded by Judge Reich,



motion carried.

Juvenile Director’s Report    
The Juvenile Court Annual Report is completed and can be found on the North Dakota Supreme
Court website. 

Juvenile Court Directors are preparing the budget for the 2017-2019 biennium. Sally Holewa has
asked the Directors to submit a reduced budget compared to the previous biennium, and consider
prioritizing the most effective use of funds and services.

Scott Johnson briefed the Board on the current Strategic Plan.  It was last updated in 2014 for the
five highlighted goals.  The Propose School to Prison Pipeline Review goal has recently been
added. Cory Pedersen shared he is a member of the legislative interim committee task force that
focuses on schools, defining and reporting seclusion and restraint policies and procedures.  Cory
attends to gather information to report on the process.  

Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.


